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Scope and Problem Identification   
 
Bazaars have a major importance in the Iranian city and in 
many respects even as the most impressive marking of the 
Iranian city.  On the structural, functional and architectural lev-
els, the bazaar in the eastern-Iranian cultural area has crucial 
influence.Besides its function as purchase and commercial 
center, further activities have placed in the bazaars, such as 
producing an alive and unique atmosphere in the city without 
neglecting the cultural traditions.In addition, the bazaar has 
numerous places and public areas that play an important role 
for the visual effect of the urban spaces as well as the unique-
ness and feature quality of the townscape. 

Today, many Iranian bazaars are in bad conditions.  Against 
the backgrounds, more economical and structural changes 
have pulled itself in changes of the Iranian social system.  The 
major characteristics of these changes are the intensified 
emergence of social polarization and the rise of differentiated 
social spatial segregation.The hardly migration process of the 
capitalist layer to the new modern quarters, where one prom-
ises himself with comfortable living and a better living standard, 
is already for a long time a familiar appearance of the Iranian 
old parts of town. 

The enormous shift of the highly qualified services of traditional 
bazaar shops on modern equipped shops and/or offices within 
the new quarter ranges belongs to the feared results of this de-
velopment.   

These changes left deep traces in the bazaars in the last dec-
ades.  In consequence of these socio-economic changes and 
development of new behavior and consumer samples of the 
today's Iranian society in the last decades, the portion of the 
empty-standing shops, the closed crafts enterprises raised 
enormously.  That constitutes today the larger portion of the 
purge and the destruction of the traditional bazaar.  This ap-
plies particularly at the edge of the bazaar sections of the shop-
ping centre. 
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Erosion, purge and destruction of the valuable old built areas of 
the traditional bazaars progressed in all small, central and large 
cities of Iran.  However, the situation of the small to medium-
sized towns in view of their limited socio-economic resources is 
particularly serious.  If these cities did not initiate soon exten-
sive measures of building maintenance and the restoration of 
the old bazaar buildings, in a few decades valuable and impor-
tant parts of the Islamic-Iranian art and cultural heritage will 
have disappeared. 

Objectives   
The design and the conservation process should be remitted 
with the goal, to keep the visual picture and design principles of 
the historical city, which own a cultural, historical, artistic or 
meaning. Therefore, the goals are the improvement of the 
quality of life and the preservation of the historical built area as 
identity characteristic and basis of the traditional city.  Not eve-
rything that is old has equivalent historical value. Therefore, the 
preservation of the Iranian bazaars is important, not only for the 
upright attitude of the ways of life and social values, which re-
mained alive till now, but also it is necessary for retaining the 
historical roots and the cultural identity.  In this sense, the goal 
of my project is to examine how the historical built volumes of 
the traditional bazaar can be developed as basis of the Iranian 
city. The built areas that no longer valuable and already dam-
aged of the traditional bazaar complex can be replaced with at 
present available building technology and building materials 
without neglecting  or damaging the valuable historical parts of 
the bazaar.  This must be considered thereby, the demands of 
dominant regularities in the traditional city. 

Before the background of the enormous and inexorable de-
struction of the bazaars in Iranian cities, particularly in the last 
years, the fundamental questions are to be: 
- Can the bazaars in its traditional form and function fulfill the 
today's requirements of the Iranian society?  Is the bare pres-
ervation of traditional bazaars an appropriate and intelligent 
decision?   
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-  Are the migration of the capitalist layer and the transformation 
of some mechanisms - therefore the emergence of social seg-
regation- the principal reasons for the current purge of the Ira-
nian bazaar?  If these are correct, the question arises whether 
the development is to be stopped and/or to be turned around.   
- How can the cultural and historical inheritance of the bazaar 
be protected and developed in view of the rapid modernization 
and rapid change of the function?  What can be saved by the 
traditional built areas of the bazaar?  Are there any chances of 
survival for the traditional bazaars of Iran in the 21st century? 
- And finally, can the concepts of other countries with compa-
rable problems give us starting points for preservation and ad-
vancement of the Iranian bazaars?  If so, which components 
and/or characteristics of these shopping centres thereby are to 
be considered? 

In the eastern literature until today , these vital questions are, 
hardly or not answered  in the best way.  Therefore, an investi-
gation of the potentials and development chances of the tradi-
tional bazaar is essential.In the context of this thesis, I will fol-
low more exactly this question bundle in order to find answers, 
which help to achieve the protection and the suitable develop-
ment process for the Iranian bazaars.   

As a conclusion, I think that, the future of the traditional bazaars 
of Iran can be secured only according to certain principles and 
in connection with the old part of town with its complex condi-
tions and consideration of the socio-economical conditions and 
the cultural traditional values of the society.  The future of the 
traditional bazaars does not represent a serious vision without 
the inclusion of the town old part into the animation measures. 
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